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Earthquakes strike suddenly, without warning and they can occur at any time. Most of the United States is at some risk for earth-
quakes, so it's important that companies develop preparedness and mitigation plans, and be ready to take action. Doing so will not
only increase the safety of your employees and customers, it will also help your business continue after disaster strikes.

1. BEFORE AN EVENT OCCURS

Prepare Your Workforce Ensure Organization Survival Prepare Your Facilities
+ Train all employees on what to do during + Identify the critical elements of your + Make your buildings safer and more
an earthquake. business — equipment, communications, resistant to earthquake damage and
- Emphasize safe places to “drop, cover and supply, IT, employee knowledge and skills. disruption.
hold on” during earthquake shaking. + Make plans to protect, reconstruct and + Check with your local building regulatory
duplicate these elements. agency to find out how long structures have

+ Identify safe locations to meet when the
shaking has stopped. « Train staff to carry out these plans in the
event of an earthquake.

been subject to building codes containing
seismic design provisions.

 Hold periodic, mandatory earthquake drills. .
P Y q » Ensure nonstructural items are anchored,

+ Provide fire extinguishers and first aid braced, reinforced, or otherwise secured.
training.

2. DURING AN EARTHQUAKE
Drop, Cover And Hold On

+ Drop to your hands and knees.

« Cover your head and neck with your arms.

» If you are in danger from falling objects, and you can move safely, crawl for additional
cover under a sturdy desk or table.

» If no sturdy shelter is nearby, crawl away from windows, next to an interior wall. Stay
away from glass, windows, outside doors and walls, and anything that could fall.

+ Hold on to any sturdy covering so you can move with it until the shaking stops.

+ Stay where you are until the shaking stops. Do not run outside. Do not getin a
doorway as this does not provide protection from falling or flying objects.

4 )
CONDUCT EARTHQUAKE DRILLS

For information on how to hold an
earthquake drill at your workplace,
visit the Great Shake Out.

icwgroup.com
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http://www.shakeout.org
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3. AFTER THE EARTHQUAKE
Implement Emergency Response & Recovery Plans Conduct An After-Action Review
« Locate all staff and visitors then evaluate their safety and health. + Assess what your organization could have done better in

« Treat and respond to medical emergencies. preparing for this quake.

+ Control critical operations including flammables per your safety plan. * If structures must be repaired or rebuilt, ensure weaknesses
are addressed and that new facilities are compliant with

« Evaluate the safety of the structure and operation. seismic building standards.

Beware of potential aftershocks. o ) )
+ If building contents were damaged, improve how items

are secured.

+ If employees were insufficiently prepared, increase safety
training and the frequency of drills.

4 )

PROTECT YOUR BUSINESS

FEMA estimates 75% of businesses fail
within three years of a disaster because
they didn't have a continuity plan. Prevent
this from happening to your business by
knowing what you and your employees
should do before, during and after
earthquakes.

HELPFUL ONLINE RESOURCES

Easily access these helpful online disaster resources:
* Business Continuity | www.ready.gov/business

» Emergency Alerts | www.ready.gov/alerts

* QuakeSmart | www.fema.gov/quakesmart

* Shake Out | www.shakeout.org

icwgroup.com
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